INTRODUCTION
question of the maintenance of the Republican form of govern-
ment, with which public opinion increasingly identified political
liberty.
This is the narrowing of outlook which we have had in
mind. The evils of the old order had been so closely identified
with the Monarchy itself that the removal of the Monarchy
was taken as the ultimate end to be pursued, as the adequate
condition of all prosperity. On the other hand, the defenders
of the old order reacted by identifying the Monarchy with all
that was desirable in past,- present and future, and by thinking
that its preservation—and later its restoration—was the con-
dition of national welfare. Revolutionists and anti-Revolutionists
alike concerned themselves only with the outward form of the
government; beyond that they did not trouble to look.
The parallel has often been drawn between the French
Revolution and the Russian Revolution of 1917, and points
of comparison are indeed numerous and obvious. But while
the  influence  of Rousseau and the French Revolution was
undoubtedly an essential factor in Marxism and in the Russian
Revolution, the fact remains that events in Russia went far
beyond what happened in France;  for Russian thought and
action challenged the very idea and nature of the State, whereas
France ignored the problem. Neither in practice nor in' theory
did any criticism emerge of current conceptions of government
as embodied in the ancien regime ; the relation of the individual'
to the State, the scope and functions of the State, the nature of
sovereignty, the nature of authority, the sphere and aims of
law—all these were taken for granted.   All the Revolution did
was to transfer the existing system from one nominal ruler
to another, to substitute " popular " for " royal " sovereignty,
to give to the " people" the powers hitherto enjoyed by the
" Crown" — but without any challenging or  questioning  of
those powers in themselves.
The idea still prevailed, in other words, that the citizen had
no real rights against the State, that individual rights are in
fact what the State sees fit to give you as compatible with its
own safety and existence. If anything, the claims of the State
on the citizen increased as a result of the transfer of power
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